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Cditor’s Preface

The August issue last year, authored and put together by our librarian,
contained an article on “Corporate Calvinism.” In response to this
article, we received the essay we have published in this issue on the same
subject but from the perspective of a reader. While the thought may be
re-emphasized and in some aspects repeated, it needs to be. We may
shun as a personal doctrine the assumption, that once saved means al-
ways saved, and then turn about face, and embrace the same equally
false assumption that once a group of organized people receive a com-
mission from the Lord, that commission cannot be withdrawn. This
flies in the face of salvation history as well as the history of the Christian
Church since the time of Christ. My Spirit will not always strive with
men is a divine dictum that has never been repealed and thus cannot be
ignored. To seek to mitigate the force of this dictum in the light of
fulfilied and fulfilling prophecy is to lead those, who hear what other-
wise is truth, into a false sense of security.

The article on “The Holy Spirit” completes the first segment of the
Eternal Verities we are summarizing from our 1997 Seminar Studies.

" The Holy Spirit will be fully understood only when Heaven becomes a
reality. There is a reason for this “veil” which covers His reality. Even
as Christ came to glorify the Father, so the Holy Spirit is come to glorify

- Jesus. (John 16:14) Even as Christ’s self abasement hid His reality, so
the Spirit’s selflessness disguises His reality, except to those who desire
to kmow truth. (John 14:17) We suggest a serious and meditative study
of this article.

As a result of some previous correspondence, we received the letter
which stimulated the third article on Miguel Serveto. We only briefly
outlined biographical data. After writing the article, we found a more
complete resume in the Encyclopedia Britannica. We hope the one with
whom we have corresponded will sense that we had our tongue in our
cheek when we asked the final questions.

In any study of the Incarnation, the question of sin comes up. What is
sin, is basic to the issue as to what nature Christ assumed in taking
humanity upon Himself. We need to differentiate between sin and the
results of sin. Christ accepted the latter, and overcame the former in
that He did no sin. Read “Let’s Talk It Over.”



Eternal Verities - 2

The Moly Spirit

in the previous study, we noted that the Holy Spirit was
involved in the birth of Jesus. This means in the simplest
of terms that the Holy Spirit antedated the Incarnation. In
the Scriptures He is described as “the Eternal Sphit.”
(Heb. 9:14) The designation, “Holy” Spirit sets Him apart
from the angelic hosts who are “ministering” spirits. (Heb.
1:14) While the gospel of Luke revealed the relationship
between the Holy Spirit and Jesus at the Incamation, the
Gospel of John revealed first, the Heavenly Duo - the Lo-
gos (Word) and God (John 1:1-2) - and then recorded the
uitimate relationship between the Logos made flesh, and
the Holy Spirit. Of this latter relationship, Jesus Himself
was the revealer. Let us observe closely what Jesus said:

! wifl pray the Father, and He shalf give you another Com-
forter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit
of truth. (John 14:16-17) .

Two Greek words need to be noted - aapaxintoc
(Comforter), and aliog (another). in his first Epistle, John
declares Jesus to be a Parakletos {2:1; KJV - “advocate”).
This close relationship was further emphasized by Jesus
in His continuing revelation in the upper room. He said,
will not leave you comfortless, | will come to you.” {(John
14:18)

While this close identity ls emphasized, the distinction be-
tween the Two is also clearly defined by the word, aiioc,
{(another). There are two words in the Greek for “another.”
Besides, allos, there is heteros. The contrast between

these two words is seen by Paul’'s use in Galatians 1:6-7.
He wrote:

1 marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another (heteros) gospel,
which is not another (alios).

Both words indicate two distinct things or beings, but the
use of heteros defines the two as different in kind, even to
the extent of one being inferior to the other. John in his
Gospel and Epistle indicates that the Comforter to come
from the Father, and the Advocate that was “with the Fa-
ther,” were both of the same kind - allos - God. Even as
“God is spirit” (John 4:24), likewise the Comforter Is a

HOLY Spirit, in contrast to the “unclean” spirit beings who
are antagonistic to God.

Jesus in his continuing conversation with the disciples on
the way to Gethsemane, speaks of the Comforter as “He,
the Spirit of truth,” twice emphasizing the “He” (exeivoc)
rather than “it” (exewvo), which would be demanded by the
neuter word “Spirit” in the Greek (John 18:13, 14). In the
very designation itself, “the Spirit of truth,” the closeness

of His relationship to Jesus Christ dare not be overlooked.
Jesus declared Himself to be “the way, the fruth, and the
life.” {John 14:6) This close identification covered by oi-
hog nopakintog is described in theological works as an
alter ego relationship. (See The Expositor's Greek Testa-
ment, Vol. V, p. 195 in comments on | John 5:6) From His
incarnation (Luke 1:35) through to the cross {Heb. 9:14}
the mysterious relationship prevailed. The “how” is en-
shrouded in mystery, the fact remains for our contempla-
tion. This closeness is further emphasized in the Revela-
tion of Jesus Christ which we will note later.

In the book of Acts, two insights of the Holy Spirit are
given. One involves Ananias and his wife, Sapphira. Both
had publicly committed themselves to the support of the
early Church. In fulfilling this pledge, the price received
for the dedicated land was more than anticipated, so they
decided to rstain a part of the funds received. in present-
ing these funds to Peter, Ananias left the impression that
the total price received was being brought. Peter re-
sponded:

Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Spirit,
and to keep back part of the price of the land? . . . Thou
hast not lied unto men, but unto God. {Acts 5:3, 4)

Here is clearly set forth two orders of Being - created
{men)} and uncreated {God). The Holy Spirit is not of the
order of men, thus leaving only one conclusion; the Holy
Spirit is as much God as the Logos, or God Himself. Fur-

ther, lying is not done to an influence or a power but to a
Person.

The second insight is revealed in the call of Paul and
Barnabas to a special work. The record reads:

Now there was in the church that was at Antloch certain
prophets and teachers: ... As they ministered to the Lord,

" and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and

Saul for the work whereunto | have called them. (Acts

- 13:1-2)

Observe the language: The Holy Spirit stated that He
called them - “the work whereunto | have called them.”
Further, it states that these two men were “sent forth by
the Holy Spirit.” (ver. 4) The Holy Spirit was in command
of the activities and program of the Church. (It is interest-
ing to observe that the Holy Spirit did not relay His direc-
tive through the leadership of the Christian Church at Je-
rusalem. It was given to men possessed by the gifts of the
Spirit - Pneumatikoi) The question arises - Did Christ
leave His Church under a “power” or “influence”? No, by
“another Paracletos” the authority was exercised. He did
not leave them comfortless nor guideless. He came to
them in the Person of the Holy Spirit - His alter ego.

One more reference must be considered before going to
the final book of the New Testament. Paul in his second
letter to the Corinthian Church, writes to the believers de-
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fining them as being an “epistie of Christ..., written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables
of stone, but in the fleshy tables of the heart.” (3:3) He
then draws a contrast between the ministration written in
stone, and the ministration of the Spirit written in the
heart. While the ministration written in stone was glori-
ous, so much so that Moses had to veil his face in speak-
ing to Israel, Paul indicates that the veil is done away in
Christ (v. 14). If the Israel of the flesh would turn to the
Lord “the veil shall be taken away.” (v. 16) Then Paul
writes - “the Lord is that Spirit.” It is this Spirit which
ministers to the living “epistles” so that they are “the
epistles of Christ.” The close working relationship s fur-
ther heightened by the fact that Paul differentiates be-
tween Him to whom the Israelite of the flesh can turn - “the
Lerd” - and He who changes the beliaver into “the same
image.” The change is “by the Lord, the Spirit” (ano
Kumioy mvevpatov). [See verse 18, margin]

This close working relationship between Jesus and the
Holy Spirit is emphasized In symbol and context In the
book of Revelation. First, John extends the blessings of
Heaven - grace and peace - “to the seven churches which
are in Asia.” These blessings come from Him, Who s,
Who was, and Who is to come; and from “the seven Spirits
which are before the throne,” and from Jesus Christ. (1:4-
5) The most apt language to describe these Three Beings
is to be found in the Writings - “the Heavenly Trio.”
(Special Testimonies, Series B, #7, p. 62) There Is One
who is constant, unchangeable, without *variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” (James 1:17) The other Two,
due to the entrance of sin, to accomplish the redemption
of men, and to maintain the security of the Eternal Throne,
have aitered. What further activity is anticlpated by the
Heavenly Trio is only intimated in this unveiling of Jesus
Christ.

The inter-relationship of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit is
emphasized at each progressive revelation to the Saven
Churches to whom the book is addressed. Each message
is prefaced with a testimony from Jesus Christ. Each s
concluded with an imperative from the Holy Spirit - “He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith.” Fur-
ther, within the messages there is an intermingling of what
Jesus will do, and what the Spirit will do. For example, to
the victor of the Church at Thyatira, Jesus promises - “He
that overcometh and keepeth my works to the end, to him
will | give power over the nations” {2:26); while to the vic-
tor of the Church at Ephesus, the Spirit promises - “To him
that overcometh will | give to eat of the tree of life” (2:7).

In the rich symbolism of the vision which John was given
of the Throne of God and the activity connected with the
Throne, he sees first the One sitting on the Throne, and
before Him are seven torches (Gr.) of fire, which are de-
clared to be “the seven Spirits of God.” (4:5) Not until an
impasse is perceived is “a Lamb as it had been slain” re-
vealed (5:6). This Lamb is described as “having seven
homs and seven eyes” which are declared to be “the

seven Spirits of God sent forth into ail the earth.” This
“Lamb” who was “conceived... of the Holy Spirit”’ (Matt.
1:20), and “who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself,”
is symbolically portrayed before the Throne possessing
the Spirit of God, as “seven horns and seven eyes,” which
is dispatched to the earth. He promised His disciples, “|
will not leave you comfortless, | will come to you.” {(John
14:18)

The final scenes of the Revelation of Jesus Christ center
on the time when all things are made new and the call is
extended to come and drink of the water of life freely.
John hears "“a great voice out of heaven” saying -

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself shall be with them, and be their God. (21:3)

Here again is introduced the Heavenly Duo of the Gospel
of John. The Word {Logos), who became flesh and taber.
nacled among men, now comes once again to ever dwell
with them. And God - “He Who is, Who was, and Who is to
come” - comes to dwell with men as their God. He makes
a pronouncement from the Throne:

{ am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. | will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountains of the water of
life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things: 1 will
be his God, and he shall be my son. (21:6)

In the call to this occasion, the Spirit and the bride say,
“Come"” (22:17). [A bride gives the invitation to her wed-
ding} One voice comas from the “bride” - the voice of the
Spirit. There is one group of earth people - the last gen-
eration - who experience this In thelr final testimony of vic-
tory. When delivered up, they speak, but “it is not [they]
that speak, but the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 13:10-11) In them
“the mystery of God” will be finished. (Rev. 10:7)

Some Helps

Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every
place personally; therefore it was altogether for their ad-
vantage that He should leave them, go to the Father, and
send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The
Holy Splrit Is Himself, divested of the personality of hu-
manity, and independent thereof. He would represent
Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit as the
Omnipresent. {Letter 119, 1895)

The impartation of the Spirit is the Impartation of the life of
Christ. (Gospel Workers, p. 285)

Christ declared that after His ascension, He would send to
His church, as His crowning gift, the Comforter, who was
to take His place. This Comforter is the Holy Spirit, - the
soul of His life, the efficacy of His church, the light and life
of the world. (R&H, May 19, 1904)
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[The true seeker after the truth] is determined to stand on
the side of righteousness. Truth has found its way into
the heart, and is planted there by the Holy Spirit, who is
the truth. When truth takes hold of the heart, the man
gives sure evidence of this by becoming a steward of the
grace of Christ. (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 122)

Truth, eternal truth, is ever present with the true believer.
The Spirit is the appointed instructor of such a soul, his
guide, his continual strength and righteousness. (Ms. 29,
1899)

Pray that the mighty energies of the Holy Spirit, with all
their quickening, recuperative, and transforming power,
may fall like an electric shock on the palsy-stricken soul,
causing every nerve to thrill with new life, restoring the
whole man from his dead, earthly, sensual state to spiri-
tual soundness. You will thus become a partaker of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust; and in your souls will be reflected the
image of Him by whose stripes you are healed.
(Testimonies for the Church, Vol. V, p. 267)

Faithful to His promise, the Divine One, exalted in the
heavenly courts, imparted of His fullness to His followers
on earth. His enthronement at God's right hand was sig-
nalized by the outpouring of the Spirit upon His disciples.
{Education, p. 95)

Some Further Thoughes and Warnings
Regarding
“Corporate Calwvinism’

in the August 1997, issue of “Watchman, What of the Night?"
was a very important article, “Corporate Calvinism,” which ex-
posed a grave danger and a serious deception within the Ad-
vantist Community. This bizarre belief is held not only by sup-
porters of the regular church but aiso by most followers and
supporters of "historic” independent ministries.

In response, | would like to give some further thoughts and
warnings about some of the dangers which are connected with
this heresy of Corporate Calvinism. Hopefully, they will serve to
help at least a few Adventists to reassess their present relation-
ship with the Church structure and with the professed “historic”
independent ministries which accept, promote, and teach this
bizarre heresy.

Firgt, allow me to give my definition of “Corporate Calvinism.”
Based on what | have heard and read In the SDA community, |
would define this strange belief as follows: “The Seventh-day
Adventist Church, according to Adventist thinking, is God's one,
true remnant church on the face of the earth. Very closely con-
nected with this view is the belief that God has unconditionally
elected and predestined the Seventh-day Adventist church -
meaning the SDA institutional organizational church structure -
to go through to the end and the heavenly Kingdom, no matter
how apostate, corrupt, or worldly laymembers and leadership

become. Supposedly, God has a special, irrevocable covenant
with the SDA church - once again, meaning the SDA institutional
church structure - and He cannot break, nor will He disavow, that
covenant, no matter what evil, sin, or wickedness is accepted,
practised, and supported within the SDA church structure.”

t must frankly state that | find it quite contradictory and strange
for the Church and most of the “historic” independent minis-
tries, to reject the Calvinistic concept of unconditional eiection
and predestination {also known as “once saved, always saved”),
as applied to the individual Christian, but then tum around and
apply the “once saved, always saved" concept to the institu.
tional SDA church. It is absurd and ridiculous for SDA's to con-
tend that, while an individual Christian may fall from God’s grace
and eventually be lost without true repentance, a church siruc-
ture can never fall from God’s favour and grace, no matter what
is corporately allowed.

At this point, let's examine several serious dangers connected
with this deceptive heresy of Corporate Calvinism:

1. Corporate Calvinism causes Adventists to lean on the amn of
man, instead of the arm of Jesus. Jeremiah 17:5 gives a blunt
warning about this danger: “Thus saith the Lord; cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his amm...” Instead of
following Jesus, Who is “the way, the truth, and the life" (John
14:6), the average institutional Adventist follows the directives
and teachings of the Church's hierarchy, despite many of those
directives and teachings being out of harmony with the Bible
andfor the writings of Ellen White.

QOwer the last 40 years, more than a few SDA church leaders, and
theologians have introduced and promoted in the church, doc-
trinal pluralism, as weli as heretical concepts, on such subjects
as righteousness by faith, prophecy, the heavenly sanctuary,
and the incarnation. Many of these same influential men have
also introduced into Adventist thinking, through various chan-
nels, unscriptural and worldly philesophies like ecumenism,
humanism, liberalism, modemism, and forms of mind control,
like NLP or imaging and meditation exercises.

In light of such a questionable track record over the past four
decades, spiritually-discerning Adventists should seriously
question the ability of such men to lead the SDA church suc-
cessfully and triumphantly through to the end and into the
Heavenly Kingdom. Even more importantly, Adventists need to
question the safety of looking to and leaning upon such men for
spiritual direction and guidance.

2. Corporate Calvinism inflicts a grievous case of spiritual
blindness upon those Adventists who accept it. One of the most
astounding illustrations of this spiritual blindness is the uncon-
cern by the vast majority of Adventists - both institutional and
“historic” - over what occurred at one of the 1990 General Con-
ference sessions. According to the church report, a Roman
Catholic priest, T.J. Murphy, who was representing the Vatican's
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, was allowed to
address and “bless” the session with a prayer from Catholic
liturgy. (1990 GC Bullfetin, #7, p. 8)

If the SDA General Conference session is supposed to be “the
highest authority of God on the face of the earth when in ses-
sion,” and SDA church leaders link ecumenical hands with the
Vatican through one of its representatives during such a ses-
sion, then this “chummy” SDA-Roman Catholic fellowship
should wake up every Adventist who claims to believe the Bible
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and the writings of Ellen White, to the fact that the institutional
Church and its leaders have fallen away from - and even rejected
- prophetic truth, including the Third Angel's Message, which
wams against the beast, his image, and his mark. Instead,
largely because of the blighting and blinding influence of Corpo-
rate Calvinism, most institutional Adventists and many pro-
fessed "historic” independent ministries with their “leaders,”
either ignored this event or attempted to give justifications or
rationalisations for it. These Adventists would do well to remove
the prophetic and spiritual cataracts from their eyes by re-
reading The Great Controversy as soon as possible.

If another denomination, such as the Lutheran Church, the As-
semblies of God or the Southern Baptists, allowed a Roman
Catholic priest to address and "bless” one of their world-wide
conferences or sesslons, Adventists would announce that event
from their pulpits and in their presses. Yet when such an ecu-
menical event occurs within the institutional SDA world at its
highest level, most SDA's - and this includas most professed
“historic” SDA's - express little or no concemn about it, one rea-
son being because of the blighting and dangerous influence of
Corporate Calvinism.

3. Corporate Calvinism also causes an attitude of spiritual pre-
sumptuousness among many SDA's. This attitude claims God's
blessings and promises to the SDA church structure are uncon-
ditional and unqualified, when in reality those blessings and
promiges are conditional upon the church and its leaders up-
holding standards of holiness, rightecusness, and truth. Fur-
thermore, this dangercus attitude declares and insists that
God's blessings and promises will glways be with the SDA
church organisation even if the church’s hierarchy allows cor-
ruption, evil, and compromise within the church's structure.

Let's give two examples of this problem:

(a) It is spiritually presumptuous to claim that the SDA chureh
structure is the “remnant church which keeps the command-
ments of God” when its leaders from the pulpit, its teachers in
the classroom, and its writers in books and magazines proclaim
that a person cannot keep the commandments of God, even with
the power of the Holy Spirit, and that trying to keep the coin-
mandments is legalism. No commandment breakers, whether
individuals or corporate church structures, are “unconditionally
elected” to go through to the Heavenly Kingdom.

{b} It is spiritually presumptuous - and even intellectually dis-
honest - for Adventists to claim that while evils and wrongs like
ecumenism, higher criticism, and libaralism, which exist in other
churches, make those churches “fallen churches,” these same
evils and wrongs when accepted and practised by the Institu-
tional SDA Church will not stop It from being “unconditionally
elected” to go through to the end. This is spiritual blindness
and presumptuousness of the highest order.

May God open the eyes of concemed Adventists to the dangers
of spiritual presumptuousness, inherent in Corporate Calvinism.

4. Corporate Calvinism even causes Bible prophecy to be de-
nied, ignored or rejected by both institutional and “historic” Ad-
ventists. If none of the above dangers of Corporate Calvinism
cause Adventista concern, this danger certainly should.

Jesus clearly wamed in Luke 21:24 that “Jerusalem shall be
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled.” Just over 30 years ago, in June 1967 during the Six

Day War, Israeli military forces took old Jerusalem, thus restor-
ing Jewish control to the entire city for the first time since A.D.
70. In 1980, the entire Jewish government was moved to Jerusa-
lem from Tel Aviv. With this final sign, the times of the nations
had come to an end, and were given over to Satan to work his
will with them. The event also revealed that the corporate SDA
church had been weighed in the balances in the Heavenly Sanc-
tuary and found wanting.

This prophecy of Jesus in Luke 21:24 about Jerusalem and the
times of the Gentiles is every bit as important as the other
prophecies of Jesus regarding other endtime signs. And yet,
while both the institutional SDA church and the “historlc” inde-
pendent ministries focus on other endtime prophecies of Jesus,
like the one found in Matthew 24:29 about the Dark Day in No-
vember 1780, and the falling of the stars from heaven in Novem-
ber 1833, they simply ignore the prophecy of Jesus in Luke
21:24, Itis almost as if there were a great conspiracy of silence
in the Adventist community about this prophetic waming of Je-
SuUs.

Why this wall of silence regarding Luke 21:24 among Advent-
ists? Could ane cause be the fear of a loss of authority, control,
and power by Church leadership and even “historic” Adventist
“voices” over the “sheep”? Might another cause of this silence
be a fear by both institutional and independent leadership, that
to focus on this prophecy might produce a “cash flow problem”
to the church structure and to the “historic” independent minis-
tries which do not preach the whole truth? Could yet anather
cause of silence about this prophecy be a fear on the part of in-
stitutionat church leaders and “historic” ministry leaders of the
loss of man's applause and approval if they forthrightty defend
and preach what Jesus predicted, and which has come to pass?

Whatever the reasons for Luke 21:24 being ignored in the Ad-
ventist community, those reasons will not serve to reduce the
gulit before God of those who ignore or reject this prophecy, and
neither will it change the status of the corporate SDA church in
the Heavenly Sanctuary.

§. There is one final point about Corporate Calvinism which mer-
its serious consideration. Those ministries like Amazing Facts,
The 1888 Message Study Commitiee, Hope International, and
Light Bearers, which are promoting Corporate Calvinism, have
yet to explain how the institutional SDA church will survive the
final crisis over enforced Sunday observance, and what those
Adventists who are presently clinging to and depending upon
the church structure should do in the event that the structure
elther collapses, falls under the judgements of the Lord, or Is
taken over by the government. | have noticed that whenever this
point is raised, it is either ignored or met with double tatk and
evasions. Concerned SDA’s should stand up and demand some
straight answers on this point,

How much better it would be for all Adventists to make Jesus the
foundation of their spiritual hope, instead of the Church struc-
ture. How much better It would be for al! Adventists to make
Jesus their refuge and sanctuary, Instead of a church arganiza-
tion. How much better it would be for all Adventists to cast
aside once and for all the dangerous and deceptive heresy of
Corporate Calvinism, and instead look only to Jesus, Who is the
Author and Finisher of their faith {(Hebrews 12:2).

Patrick Hogan



Miguel Serveto

{Michael Servetus)

Following the identification of certain curent teachings in
the community of Adventism on the Godhead as neo-
Gnosticism, a friend on the West Coast wrote and in a
postscript asked - “Did Michael Servetus have tritheist no-
tions?” | recalled the name from Church History, but the
recall of biographical data eluded me. | took first from
our library sheives, the Church History book by Qualben
which had been used in my coliege class at Unlon Col-
lege. The index read simply - “Servetus, burned." Tuming
to the referenced page, | read the bref account and
comment in a chapter on Calvinism:

There was no thought of religious foleralion. Serveius, a
famous Spanish physician, was condemned and burned
on October 27, 1553, because of his anfi-Trinitarian doc-
frines. This is the darkest blot in the history of Protestant-
ism. (A History of the Christian Church, p. 261)

It should be noted in passing that the City State estab-
lished under John Calvin had as s goals and agenda an
objective not too different from the Religious Right of the
present. One did not only have to conform to the litestyle
dictated by a religious Consistorial Court whose regula-
tions the City Council of Geneva put into civil law, but his
beliefs had to be in line with Calvin's. This latter aspect is
what brought Servetys to the stake.

Qualben did not enlarge further, so | furned to another
church history text by Walker. i gave more biographical
detall, and the conviclions of Servetus. He was a Span-
iard by birth about the same age as Calvin. “In 1531 he
published his De Trinitatis Erroribus. Compelled to con-
ceal his identity, he studied medicine under the name of
Villeneuve, being the real discoverer of the puimonary
circulation of blood. He seltied in Vienne in France,
where he developed o large pracfice. He was working
secrefly on his Restifution of Christianity, which he pub-
lished early in 1553. To his thinking, the Nicene doctrine
of the Trinity, the Chalcedonlan Christology, and infant
baptism were the chief sources of the comruption of the
church.” (p. 399)

Servetus’ real identity was unmasked to the Roman ec-
clesiastical authorities in Lyons by a friend of Calvin's,
who a little later supplied further proof obfained from
Calvin himself. He was condemned fo be bumed, but
before the sentence could be executed, escaped from
prison in Vienne, and for reasons hard to understand
made his way to Geneva, miscalculating the strength and
enmity of Calvin. There he was finally bumed.

$till unable to determine just what did Servetus believe
and teach, | furned to another old book in our library - A
Manvual of Church History - by Albert Henry Newman.
Having only Vol. 2 of the two volume set, | wondered if If

would cover the period under study. It did. #f contained
a detailed biographicat sketch of his life. Born in Spain of
well-to-do parents, he was educated at the University of
Saragossa, becoming “skilled in classical languages,
scholastic philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, and ge-
ography.” He “irained in law af the University of Tou-
louse, where he devoted considerable time to theology
and especially Biblical studies.” Upon completion of his
studies, Servetus “entered the count of Charles V, as sec-
retary of Quintana, the emperor's confessor,” In this ca-
pacity he travelled widely, not only getling an inside view
of the ecclesiastical corruption, but also becoming ac-
quainted with many of the leading lights of the Reforma-
fion. His first published work, noted above, in 1531 “is re-
markable for leaming and argumentative power. i was
sharply criticized by the leading theologians (Luther,
Bucer, Melanchthon), and its author was generally re-
garded as a dangerous heretic. Yet Melanchthon and
Capito were free fo confess that the doctrine of the Trinity
involved grave difficulties.” (pp. 191-192)

In 1532, Servetus entered the University of Paris under an
assumed name where he studied mathematics, physics,
and mediclne, obtaining in 1536 degrees of M.A. and
M.D. After leaving Paris, he finally sellled in Vienne,
where he enjoyed the protection of the archbishop, a
former fellow-student. In 1541, he produced “an anno-
tated edition of Pagnini's Latin Bible, in which he made
constant use of the Hebrew language and showed him-
self a biblical critic of no mean order.” (p. 193)

Newman in his history, suggests that since *“it was
Servetys’ teachings regarding the Godhead and his
Christology that fumished the chief ground for his con-
demnation as a heretic, f seems Important that this as-
pect of his teaching be somewhat carefully set forth.”
This he did, nofing:

i may be premised that his reverence for the Scripiures
was unbounded. .. it is evident thatl it was far from his in-
tention fo dishonor and degrade Jesus, whom he recog-
nized as in the fullest sense Lord and Saviour. That the
divine Logos was In the beginning, was with God, and
was God, he belleved with aill his heart; and that the Lo-
gos became flesh in the Person of Christ and wrought
afonement for sinful man, was the ground of his hope and
frust. He differed from the orthodox theologians of the Ni-
cene and following ages, in denying emphatically that
the preincarnafe Logos was Son of God. Sonship began
when Jesus was begofien of Mary by the Holy Spirit. (p.
194)

In replying to my friend's question, [ wrote - “In regard to
the Logos, God, and the concept of Sonship, | can only
concur. Will you now join Calvin in my execution? At the
stake?”

#
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Lecs Talk lc Over

In any discussion of the Incarnation, the question of what is sin
enters the picture. The stock answer for the traditional Adven-
tist is that “sin is the transgression of the law,” unmindful that
the full text reads “whosoever comitteth sin transgresseth also
the law” (I John 3:4). Those who advocate that the incarnate
Word took the unfallen nature of Adam, perceive the “fallen
nature” as equivalent to sin. Thus if Jesus took our fallen na-
ture, He could not be our Saviour, and would Himself be in need
of a saviour. These and other concepts are describing the results
of sin, and not sin itself.

For a few moments, let us picture ourselves in Eden. There we
see the father of the race and Eve his helpmeet, standing as cre-
ated, in the perfection of humanity. There are no Ten Com-
mandments. How could they have understood the command,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery”? There was no one with
whom to commit adultery. Therg were only two relationships
built in love - love to God, and pure love for each other, Jesus
was later to declare, on “these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.” (Matt. 22:40)

[For those who may think this heretical thinking, may I suggest
you note the series of quotations from the Writings as given in
The Book of Hebrews by M. L. Andreasen, pp. 314-315. The gist
is that the Ten Commandments “were expressed to meet man in
his fallen condition.” (Emphasis supplied)]

Actually, there was only one command imposed upon them. Of
every tree of the garden, they could freely eat, but God com-
manded - “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). The designation of the tree
as a tree of the knowledge of good and evil, was a post appella-
tion. Eve knew the tree only as the one “in the midst of the
garden” (Gen.3:3). The tree was not poisonous in itself, for all
that God made was “very good” (Gen. 1:31). The experience
involved in eating from the tree reveals the real definition of
what sin is. God said - “thou shalt surely die.” The suggestion
was made - “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4). In taking of
the fruit, they chose to disbelieve God’s word, and thus rejected
His authority. The “serpent” held out to them alluring possibili-
ties - “Ye shall be as pods, knowing good and evil” (v. 5). God’s
goodness through restriction and delay were brought into ques-
tion. Our first parents chose to transgress the commandment of
God. In carrying out their choice they acted out their sin, It
was the corruption of thought that led to sin, It effected the
whole nature and forced God to separate them from His pres-
ence. Our first parents did not want to [eave Eden. God “drove
out the man,” and Eve followed (v. 24). But, and this should
never be forgotten, the Incarnation is God coming out to where
we are both in space and nature. Jesus was “God with us.”

What sin really is, is embodied in the following quotation:

There was nothing poisonous in the fruit itself, and the sin was poi
in yielding to appetite. It was the distrust of God’s goodness, dishe-

lief of His word, and the rejection of His authority, that made our
first parents transgressors, and that brought inte the world a
knowiedge of evil. (Education, p. 25; emphasis supplied)

Observe carefully what is stated - “The sih was not in yielding to
appetite.” It had not been perverted. They had every other tree
of which to eat. It was an act based in self exaltation - to be gods
- as well as fear of self deprivation - to lese Eve. The way back
to God and Eden restored is clearly outlined: 1) Trust His good-
ness; 2) Believe His word; and 3) Accept His authority. To learn
the first, makes the other two much easier. To accept the fact
that God is too wise to err, and too good to withhold anything
from those who choose to serve Him, what else could one do but
to believe His word and accept His authority?

As Jesus contemplated how John the Baptist had been received
in the light of who he really was - the messenger sent by God to
prepare His way - the “Elijah which was for to come” - and the
rejection of His own message in the light of the works which He
had performed, He “began to upbraid the cities wherein most of
His mighty works were done, because they repented not.” Then
He paused, and prayed -

I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed

them unto babes. Even so Father: for so jt seemed good in Thy
sight. (Matt. 11:25-26)

In Him, there was no sin; He trusted in the goodness of God!
whg
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