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Abortion Law in the
Nariptures—
Accidental and Induced

Both sides of the religious controversy over abortion generally recognize the
Bible teaching that God is the Author of life and forms humanity in the womb,
both fearfully {with great respect) and wonderfully. Without Him there is no
life, not even for birds, fish, and animals—or for the vegetation on the face of the
earth. Both sides also believe that the Scriptures are inspired, come from God,
and should be followed.

Many who oppose abortion believe that the sixth commandment, “You shall not
murder” and Psalm 139 clearly prohibit abortions of any kind following concep-
tion. Inasmuch as most religious denominations take stands against abortion
based on their understanding of the Holy Scriptures, it may come as a surprise
that only two passages in the entire Bible deal with an induced miscarriage—
one accidental, and the other planned. No other references deal with abortion,
either in the Old Testament or the New Testament. We shall do a detailed ex-
amination of those two passages.

Religious adherents who favor choice cite these two passages that deal explic-
itly with abortion—one accidental, and one induced. They point out that bibli-
cal law mandated only a misdemeanor fine against one who accidentally caused a
wormnan to have a miscarriage. The induced abortion performed by the priest was the
result of a pregnancy that arose from infidelity, and no punishment was imposed for
inducing the abortion. Rather, a command came from God to cause it to take place.

Of special significance is that both references are part of the law given at Mt.
Sinai by God, or Jehovah, as He is referred to oftentimes in the Old Testament.
Both references are not only laws, but God spoke them directly, so it was not
someone simply recording a law.

The first passage is found in the book of Exodus, chapter 21, at the close of
the Ten Commandments, and is a continuation of God speaking concerning
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